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Abstract: In 109 BC ( the second year of Yuanfeng) under the order of Emperor
Wu of Han a navy of 50 000 soldiers led by General Yang Pu sailed from Qi ( present—
day Shandong Province) across the Bohai Sea towards Gojoseon to conquer Wiman Jo—
seon together with the forces led by General Xun Zhi. There was a great change of the
Han Court’ s policy towards the Datong River Area from accepting Wiman Joseon as a
foreign subject to establishing four Han command posts in the area. The Han naval
forces’ conquest of Wiman Joseon not only showcases the advanced maritime technolo—
gies in the Western Han Dynasty it also provides valuable information about the war
navigation as well as maritime history of the Han Dynasty enabling us to have a better
understanding of the Han Dynasty’ s storeyed warships ( ) and General Yang Pu’ s
conquest of Wiman Joseon.
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