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A Review and Outlook of South Korea’s
Politics and Diplomacy in 2011

Abstract  Zigzagging among controversies and conflicts and changing politically and
diplomatically South Korea spent 2011 with new phenomena emerged. The emergence of Ahn
Chul-su breaking the long-standing political pattern that the conservative and progressive parties
are the two dominant parties in South Korean politics began to form a “third force” beyond the
traditional conservative and progressive political ideology in Korean society. In recent years a
number of female politicians sprang up and held the Korean public’s attention. South Korea
continued to strengthen the alliance with the USA and deepened the diplomatic relations with
China. In order to eliminate the influence of the global financial crisis and make a breakthrough
in the economic growth South Koreas active FTA Diplomacy carried out to remarkable
achievements. 2012 is the year of election and political powers in South Korea are integrating
their force actively to maximize benefits in the election. The South Korean government will
calibrate diplomatic relations with big powers conduct effective multilateral diplomacy and push
FTA negotiations with Japan and China.
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