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The Once-in-a-Century Changes of the Asia-Pacific Regional Structure:

Dynamics, Patterns and China’ s Positions
HUANG Dahui, BI Haidong

(School of International Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: This article discusses the dynamics, patterns and China’ s positions of the once-in-a-cen-
tury changes of the Asia-Pacific regional structure from three periods. The once-in-a-century
changes of the Asia-Pacific regional structure actually reflect the differences in the regional leading
forces and the changes of power balance among countries in different periods. The dynamics of chan-
ges has changed from war to economic development and great power game, which has also promo-
ted the patterns toward multi-polarization trend. China’ s positions in the changes have experienced
a process of decline, revival and rise. Therefore, the interaction between changes and China’ s po-
sitions also shifts from that the changes had more impact on China’ s development in the earlier
stage to that China’ s development become catalyst of the changes in the later stage. And this inter-
action has shown a peaceful state on the whole. China will stick to the past path of peace in the fu-
ture, which requires to maintain steady progress in its own development and its interactions with
other major powers in the Asia-Pacific, including the United States, to be benign.

Key words: Once-in-a-Century changes of the Asia-Pacific regional structure; China’ s position;

International structure; China’ s rise
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